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‘South Pacific’ 


The Stock Exchange Dramatic and Operatic Society, who 
celebrate their Diamond Jubilee in 1965, have generously 
offered the entire proceeds of the first night of South Pacific 
at the Scala Theatre, London, on Tuesday, February 16, 
for the Toc H Jubilee. Early enquiries for seats are advised, 
to Ken Rogers, 15 Trinity Square, London, E.C.3. 


Toc H Diaries 


The 1965 Diaries contain, in addition to much general Toc H 
information, some special features related 10 the Jubilee, 
including four illustrations. Members are advised to place 
iheir orders before stocks run out. The cost is 4s. 6d., or 
fitted with pencil 5s. post free, from Toc H Publications 
Department. 


Jubilee Specials 


All who are planning to make Jubilee Year an occasion for 
special enterprise will be glad to learn of the various items 
of Jubilee stationery, badges, car stickers, etc., now 
available. These are listed at the end of this issue, together 
with an order form. Please apply early in order to beat any 
last-minute rush on supplies. Some Branches may like to 
begin by sending for the special 5s. sample set before placing 
their main order. 


Advertisers 


Manufacturers of a wide range of articles of interest to our 
readers will find the JoURNAL pages helpful in making their 
goods and services known. Enquiries about space and 
charges will be welcomed by Stan Waters, who handles our 
advertising, at Messrs. Arthur H. Wheeler & Co., St. 
Stephen’s House, Victoria Embankment, London, S.W.1. 


Ourselves 


The Toc H JournaL is published monthly eleven times 
a year. The April issue is a double number and there is 
no August number. A subscription can commence with 
any issue and costs only 9s. for a complete year. 


N.B.—A price concession to 7s. 6d. per dozen, post free, 
is made tu Branches ordering a minimum of one dozen. 
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THE UNITED KINGDOM COMMITTEE for the United N 
Fund is unable to provide enough speakers to go round the various 
organisations, schools, and youth groups to tell them about the 
Speaking up work of UNICEF, This applies throughout 
for UNICEF the country, with particular need in the Home 


i i Counties. This may be a good outlet of service 
or quite a number of Toc H members, who usually arc articulate 


and are pledged to “a wide human interest”. All speakers would 
first have a general briefing. UNICEF do not pay for speakers” 
Services but arrange for travelling expenses to be reimbursed 
at the mecting. Any enquiries should be addressed to their 
headquarters at 13 Heddon Street, London, W.1. 


ations Children’s 


IT IS NOTHING new to say that George Orwell's Nineteen Eighty- 
Four is a book as deserving to be read as any work of religious 
prophecy. It portrays what man ends up by doing when he tries 


1984 in to do things on his own. If the Bible teaches 
that every creature is of infinite value to God, 
1964 and immortal, Nineteen Eighty-Four tells of a 


godless society in which men can simply be blotted out of existence 
and remembrance, becoming. as Orwell puts it, “unpersons . 
Most of us probably regarded the ebullient Mr. Khrushchev as 
a bit of a bombast, but felt that we might have had much worse. 
Now. suddenly, Mr. K. has become an unperson. His name, 
his photographs, vanished overnight. Speeches by the new 
leaders made no reference to him; no gratitude, no regrets, ue 
forgiveness. no sympathy. In occasional unguarded ia 
Mr. K. even referred to God as if, somewhere at the ack r 
his mind, he thought God really existed. After yo as ae 
happened to him at the hands of men we wonder what his thoug 
about God are now. 
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SPEECHES ARE all the better for a little salt, and often a brief 
quotation, well timed and well delivered, sums up the sense of an 
occasion far better than much long-windedness. The anthology 
Wit and of wit and wisdom, Briefly, by H. L. Gee, 
2 128 pp., Epworth Press, Ss. Od., is a gold- 
Wisdom mine of brief and brilliant thoughts and 
sayings, some very funny. some very profound. Mr. Gee's 
collection, which includes the Toc H Four Points of the Compass, 
ranges all over the world, from the present day to antiquity. 


ALL THOSE contributors who have sent used British and foreign 
stamps to the Toc H Stamp Appcal will have a share in the 
pleasure felt by CHARLES WAKE himself when, in October. he 

Profitable Was able to send a cheque for £84 13s. Od. to 
the Family Purse as a result of his year’s 

Stamps work. This is second only to the £97 raised 
in 1948 and Charles is confident that in this new financial year 
he will, with your help, beat the £100 figure for the first time. 


IN CONDITIONS of an inflationary economy the voluntary social 
services, like the churches, are apt to lose oul more than most, 
and only by good husbandry and foresight can some of the 
Stationery effects of inflation be softened. One good 
example of this is the non-profit making 
Progress Social Workers’ Pension Fund and another is 
Social Service Supplies, which is a non-profit making co-operative 
undertaking to supply voluntary organisations with items of 
printing and stationery. In the ten years since it began the annual 
turnover has risen from under £3,000 to over £60,000, and serves 
some 370 societies, including ourselves. 


MOST OF OUR readers will know by now that the annual Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity is observed each year from January 
18-25. There was a time when Toc H provided one of the few 
Prayer for Opportunities for Protestant Christians to 
z meet informally. The initiative now needed 
Unity is for the same kind of meeting ground for 
4 Protestants and Roman Catholics. Already we have been hearing 
of Branches in various parts of the country inviting Roman 
Catholic visitors along to speak about the Vatican Council. 
Over 2.000 Christians—Anglican, Roman Catholic, Free Church 
and Orthodox—took part in the open-air rally in Trafalgar 
Square early this year and a Toc H contingent will attend next 
year’s rally on January 24. No doubt members will take note 
wherever similar rallies are being held in other parts of the 
country. 
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Rachmanism and Us 
JOHN MITCHELL 


FINHERE 1S MUCH negative talk nowadays about our failure 

ae become involved in real situations, and about the 
dearth of young people in Toc H. It would seem right to 
look on the positive side occasionally, and the activities in 
the Notting Hill area during the last year certainly bear 
inspection from that point of view. 


It would be expected that Mark J, situated in Notting 
Hill, should be our first people to become active and so 
they have. During the past twelve months Marksmen have 
allied themselves with the work of the hard-pressed Family 
Service Unit, and help has been rendered with the decora- 
tion of houses for families in difficulties, with the running of 
divers jumble and clothing sales, and with the removal and 
delivery of furniture. Last Christmas a few brave Marksmen 
even took several children of problem families to the circus 
and lived to tell the tale. The work continues. 


Naturally there are many other agencies at work in the 
area, besides the Family Service Unit. The Paddington Old 
People’s Welfare Committee does a lot of work, and here 
also Toc H has lent a hand. Members of both the London 
Mobile Action units have spent week-ends and evenings 
decorating rooms for old people in Paddington and Notting 
Hill. Mobile Action has also answered an appeal from the 
Family Welfare Association, decorated the house in question, 
and maintained contact with the family concerned. Two or 
three members are still frequent visitors to the dark base- 
ment where the family lives. 


One of the newest developments in the arca is the Notting 
Hill Housing Trust. This is a body started by the Rev. 
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Bruce Kenrick, a member of the Iona Community, and run 
by a small dedicated team of workers. The Trust is raising 
money in numerous ways to buy empty and near-derelict 
houses, redecorating them with voluntary labour and putting 
into them homeless families 
and old people at an 
economic rent. Many 
people will have seen the 
Trust’s advertisement in 
the national newspapers, 
under the heading, “Rach- 
manism, Heartbreak, Not- 
ting Hill and You”. Within 
three months of the forma- 
tion of the Trust, members 
of Mark I were helping 
with furniture removals 
and the sorting of letters 
of response to the appeals. 
Since then, Marksmen 
have also helped in the 
continua! search for houses 
for sale, despite deterrents 
such as, for example, an 
attack by an Alsatian dog. 


In September the Toc H Schools Department ran a work 
camp in the area when some fourteen boys lived for a 
fortnight in the second house bought by the Trust and 
decorated much of the exterior. They also helped with the 
delivery of appeal pamphlets throughout Kensington and 
Knightsbridge; they helped with the erection of a children’s 
playground; they redecorated a room for an old lady of 
eighty-two on whose behalf the Housing Trust was resisting 
eviction attempts. Among the visitors to the camp was 
Ben Parkin, M.P. for Paddington North, who felt that this 
small effort by a few schoolboys merited his encourage- 
ment. At the end of the camp one of the Housing Trust 
workers commented: “We had never realised quite what a 
work-camp could accomplish”—and this was a camp 
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comprised almost entirely of boys totally inexperienced 
in these skills. 


In an area known as “the largest brothel in Europe”, 
where a landlord can let a small room to nine single men 
and charge them each £3 per week, where the lead given by 
Rachman is being enthusiastically followed by numerous 
other operators and is causing untold misery and suffering, 

€ it is encouraging to know that those fighting these problems 
can turn to Toc H for practical help and not be dis- 


appointed. 


LEPRA in Scotland 


GEORGE ENGLISH 


TOC H GATHERING can be an exciting, happy,progressive 
jand business-like affair, or it can be otherwise. The 
tasks members undertake can be similarly described and 
generally speaking there seems always to be an air of 
humility about them when discussing and deciding what 
they can do in acts of service for their fellow-men. If one 
were to recount some of their contributions of service and 
try to convey to them what these acts have really meant 
to those for whom they had laboured one would probably 
find an incredulous and surprised group of listeners! 


Who would imagine that in some of the peculiar places 
where Toc H meets, the future life and well-being of many 
an unfortunate soul living in suffering, squalor and misery 
in the depths of Africa or India and elsewhere could be 
re-shaped in such a way as to give these people relief from 
their misery and the chance to lead a full, healthy and useful 
life within their own communities? And yet this is taking 
place every day somewhere in the world and to someone 
whom we may never even meet or know! 
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For some time now, Toc H in Scotland has taken a very 
active interest in the work of leprosy relief and, by so doing, 
has maintained and extended Toc H partnership with the 
British Leprosy Relief Association. The main contribution 
from Scotland has been the formation of loca! voluntary 
LEPRA Committees. Branches have sponsored public 
meetings, as a result of which local Committees have been 
formed, generally with a nucleus of Toc H members. 
Eighteen months ago there was only one effective LEPRA 
Committee in Scotland but today there are sixteen Com- 
mittees operating very successfully on this side of the Border. 
Eleven of these can truly be described as “Toc H inspired”. 
Volunteers from other local organisations have followed 
the lead given by Toc H. It may be that, when these Com- 
mittees have become well established, Toc H members may 
wish to withdraw and direct their activities to other useful 
and important services, but the important thing is that 
Toc H has again ‘started something’, and they can go on 
doing this for as long as God gives them the strength and 
sense of purpose. 


Ernie says: 


I?m proud to say 
| made my self-assessment 
way back in 1947 
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“Wrestling Jacob” 


This grand old Methodist hymn (M.H.B. 339) 
has been the subject of correspondence between 
Tubby and a friend, and we are glad to publish 
some extracts. Any information about the original 
tune will be most welcome. 


LEASE CARRY ON research for the original tune of “Wrest- 
P ling Jacob”. If you care to start a correspondence in 
the Methodist Church papers, or musical press, as to this 
problem, I should be glad to gain fresh light on it. 


Most of the tunes are modern, I believe, and fail to 
stress the sheer magnificence of Wesley's words. So far as 
] can gather the original air must have been popular and 
well known. Apparently it was frequently sung by great 
gatherings of the mining community assembled in rough 
throngs on the hillside, before or after some great Christian 
message had gone right home to the whole multitude. 


The twelve fine verses are now seldom used. Most hymn 
books publish only four or five. Yet the whole twelve, if 
loyally sustained by crowds of men out in the open air, 
are fully worthy of their central purpose. A pause for 
meditation, or for prayer, is clearly needed between verses 
six and seven; for then the great discovery is made. 


The verses are essentially for men, like a tremendous 
Christian marching song, with every stanza known to every 
heart. To me it is regrettable today that this inspiring parable 
of wrestling, a sport well known in England in those days, 
seems now remote from modern days of comfort. During a 
visit 1 paid last year to the fine old Methodist Foundation 
in Australia of a special school for boys who had been in 
trouble with the law, I became aware of these twelve verses, 
and of the pause between verses six and seven when a 
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man’s mind finds itself engaged in prayer with a true touch 
of stress and agony, and then utter thankfulness supervenes 
as the last three verses lead to joy and peace. 


The Samuel Sebastian Wesley setting must surely be a 
pious afterthought. It suits Church music, not the hillside 
miners. If the old air (to which it was first sung) could 
be discovered, I believe it would regain its former challenge 
to men’s minds. Merely for a trained choir to sing four 
verses in treble tones, or even ladies’ choirs, softens the 
hymn, and modifies and weakens the fierce strength and 
manly passion which the hymn once held. Its solemn 
strength is stupidly abated. Its true significance is thereby 
lost. Do all you can to ask the music experts to seek and 
find the tune which stirs men’s hearts. TUBBY 


Elder Brethren 


‘With proud thanksgiving .. K 


Barrick.—On October 21, George Barrick, ( Uncle’), aged 
92, a member of Wellingborough Branch. Elected 1.2.'46, 

Bryant.—On September 28, FREDERICK GEORGE BRYANT, 
aged 73, 2 member of Chepstow Branch. Elected 4.10.'44. 

ETHERINGTON.—On October 2, as the result of a motor accident, 
ALBERT VAUGHAN ETHERINGTON, aged 83, a founder member of 
Hook & District Branch. Elected 8.3.°57. 

Hupson.—On October 13, SAMUEL GEORGE Hupson, aged 65, 
a member of Mansficld Branch. Elected 22.6.°39. 

Morcan.—On January 7, Jonn CADOGAN MORGAN, aged 68, a 
member of Acton Branch. Elected 22.9.°31. 

RepDinG.—On September 23, THomas HALseY REDDING, 
aged 69, an Eastern London Area member. Elected [0.2.’50. 

RicHEs.—On October 16, STANLEY CHARLES RICHES, aged 57, 
an East Anglian Arca member and a founder member of Norwich 
Branch. Elected January 1924. 

SHUTTLEWORTH.—On October 18, ALFRED ERNEST SHUTTLE- 
WORTH, aged 71, a member of Macclesfield Branch. Elected 27.7,'59. 

STEWART.— On September 24, THomas STEWART, aged 65, a 
member of Hutton Rudby Branch, Elected 10.12.53. 
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“Second Wind” 


HAROLD HOWE 


The Toc H Administrator, 1947-1951, 
reviews John Callf's newly published book 


AUTICAL METAPHORS have always seemed appropriate 
ji for Toc H—the Four Points of the Compass, Pilots, 
etc.—and various stages of the voyage of the good ship 
have been faithfully and memorably logged by successive 
captains in Toc H Under Weigh and Towards New Landfalls. 
Now as she sets her course straight ahead into unknown 
seas we welcome Second Wind. And who could be more 
able to look back to the port of departure and forward to 
‘the haven where she would be” than one who was taken on 
board as a mere cabin boy, was taught the ropes by great 
captains and pilots, who sailed the seas to India, Australia 
and South Africa, rose to the position of command and now 
helps to steer the ship as Editor of the JouRNAL. 


This is a valuable and much needed book. Many, both 
within and without the Movement, are scanning the horizon 
across ‘the waves of this troublesome world’ and wondering 
just what sort of course Toc H is going to take. By his 
intimate experience of the past John is able to sec clearly 
into the future. For him “the past is what the present is 
alive with’: he deals ruthlessly but kindly with the ‘old 
faithful’ in us all and pleads for “the true revolutionary— 
the quiet man who speaks out of current experience, casting 
off old concepts in favour of new ones, willing to change 
or be changed”. We are reminded of the best in the past by 
long quotations from Peter Monie, “this shy, gifted man”, 
who so clearly saw what kind of Society Toc H was to be, 
both world-denying and world-accepting, Christianising 


Second Wind, John Callf. Toc H Publications Dept. 3s. 6d. 
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rather than narrowly Christian, inclusive as Everyman's 
Club, in which men (and later women) of all creeds or 
none could meet and find themselves released in each 
other’s company and where things done together were 
more important than things said. There are three chapters 
on “The Pick of Peter” in which John effectively underlines 
the sure instinct and prophetic insight of the architect of 
Toc H, e.g. on the relationship with the churches, on the 
place of emotion, on thinking and doing. He also quotes 
not only from other Toc H thinkers like Hubert Secretan 
and Barkis, but from a wide selection of great men from 
Mazzini (“There is no lie more shameful than a religion 
practised as a rhetoric, imposed as an obligation but that 
never touches the conscience or becomes a rule of life”) 
to William Temple and G. K. Chesterton, who both knew 
and understood Toc H. 

But illuminating as are all these borrowed thoughts; 
John’s own wisdom and his choice of words are often 
no less striking and will be found more compelling as 
springing from the heart of the Movement and belonging 
to the Family. See what he has to say on Discipline in 
Chapter XII, “The Mind Prepared”, e.g. “It is easier to 
sit at the feet of prophets and let them do all the inspiring. 
We have gone great distances to be inspired by . . . Toc H 
prophets. We have not been so willing to inspire one 
another”. But there are pearls in every chapter, e.g. “self- 
giving man finds affinity with sell-giving God”; or, “through- 
out history God has revealed Himself in crisis, not, as it 
were, turning up from outside but from inside the very 
people who were squaring up to the situation”. 

It is because we know the author to be one who squares 
up to the situation that we turn with confidence to the last 
chapter as he looks at the future. Here he sees Toc H, 
true to its genius for bridge-building, playing an important 
part in the Ecumenical Movement, the unity of the Church 
and of a closer brotherhood with the Jews, in the relation- 
ships between men and women and the revival of moral 
standards; and lastly (perhaps rather curiously), a bridge 
to Europe. We had not thought of Toc H having some 
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influence on the Common Market, but it's an interesting 
thought. This part of the book is inevitably the least satisfy- 
ing and while we may hope it will be more fully developed 
in a later book we must remember the basic theme of this 
book, that Toc H can only live by inspiration that comes 
from a lived and shared experience of the Holy Spirit. 


Was the ship “victualled for one voyage only?” “Will 
the tide of the Spirit turn again?” For those whose experi- 
ence of that Spirit as manifested in Toc H and who are 
thereby ‘stedfast in faith, joyful through hope and rooted 
in charity’ there can only be one answer. John has put 
us all in his debt by his quiet confidence in steering the 
ship on her continuing voyage towards ‘the land of ever- 


lasting life’. 


A Guide to Voluntary Service 


‘“TELLOWSHIP in a deeper sense motivates most societies 

IE activities are primarily concerned with corporate 
acts of service, and which bring together men and women 
who may differ in origin and creed but who share an idealism 
and, often, a common experience. 


“Such societies often come into being in times of war 
or national disaster when groups of people jointly endure 
danger and privation. One example in this category is 
Toc H, with its network of men’s and women’s branches 
which undertake voluntary service as part of their search 
for the infinite truth”. 


The above is a brief extract from A Guide to Voluntary 
Service, published by H.M. Stationery Office, price 3s. 6d. 
After an Introduction, the Guide has fifteen sections dealing 
with aspects of voluntary service, ranging from Marriage 
Guidance to Oversea Service, and an Appendix with over 
two hundred useful addresses in England, Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland. V.B. 
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Happy Christmas! 
— Hot or Cold 


Medina Branch, W. Australia, take sweets to the children 
on Christmas Day. 


Eastern Daily Press 


Dersingham Toc 11 carollers, who have frequently sung 
to the Royal Family at Sandringham. 


‘To See Ourselves’ 


Part of a letter from a South London clergyman 
to the Vicar of All Hallows 


FELT I must write to tell you how fascinated I was last 
I evening when I attended a Guest Evening of the loca] 
Branch of Toc H at their invitation. I arrived in time for 
the main programme, which took the form of three short 
discussions—on the Colour Bar, Class Distinction and, 
thirdly, “Is Toc H too much bound by its traditions?” 


Listening to the third especially gave me the almost 
uncanny impression of a playback of much of my own 
preaching during the past cighteen months here! I was most 
impressed with the forward looking views of some of the 
members, e.g., what really is the aim and value of such 
emphasis on the regular weekly mecting?, the badge?, the 
light?—i.e., so much effort to build up numbers and 
perpetuate the Society’s own existence. Is this partly why 
we lack new blood? Is not the true aim much more to cut 
ice in the community and to bring a Christian influence to 
bear on the people that Toc H is here to serve? Again, is 
not a series of much smaller house meetings, reinforced by 
regular but more infrequent main meetings, far more 
effectual these days in getting to know one another and in 
furthering the witness of Toc H in the district? 


The trend of thought ran closely parallel to the kind of 
convictions I find myself coming to increasingly concerning 
the life of the Church. There is no doubt that its members 
must meet and worship together as the very focal activity 
of the worship of the whole of life, but this blind aim of 
simply filling pews and building up members to perpetuate 
its own existence seems at last to be more and more widely 
questioned by those who have eyes to see. It was fascinating 
to see the same questions being raised in Toc H. 
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Loneliness—The Problem 
CHARLES YOUNG 


FTEN WE HEAR it said; “I wish we had something to bite 

on, something that we can get our teeth into!” Here is 
a theme which calls for discussion, study and action by 
individuals and by whole groups of people. 


It is ‘Loneliness’, a subject which has been much to the 
fore of late both by the written and spoken word and as the 
subject of many radio and television programmes. It is now 
further publicised by a revised illustrated report, Loneliness*, 
drawn together by a working group of women representa- 
tives from various organisations and published for them by 
the National Council of Social Service. 


The original Report received wide coverage, indicating 
to many people the width and depth of this problem. As 
a note in the foreword says, “Most people had thought of it 
[loneliness] mainly in connection with the aged and bed- 
ridden. It came as a shock to learn of its prevalence in every 
age group, especially among the thirty to fifty-year-olds, 
among mothers of young children, among teenagers, and 
even among the under-fives. The menace to the mental 
health and happiness of the nation became only too 
apparent.” 


The terms of reference for the Group were; “To examine 
the elements in modern society which make for loneliness. 
To make recommendations whereby individuals, voluntary 
organisations, and public bodies may help to solve the 
problem of enforced loneliness”. 


* Loneliness. Revised edition May 1964. National Council of 
Social Service, 26 Bedford Square, London, W.C.1, or local Council 
Headquarters. 5s. 6d. 
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This brief has been adequately covered in the Report 
and supplies a good basis for reading and study by all 
kinds of groups, fellowships and individuals. Those respons- 
ible for the Report would welcome any further publicity we 
can give it. It covers not only some of the causes and 
aspects of loneliness but some good practical ideas and 
suggestions towards overcoming it, also recommendations 
and proposals to be considered by local authorities, volun- 
tary organisations, employers and the general public. 


The Perils of Progress 


The Report includes many personal experiences of 
loneliness. 1 quote one, an extract from a letter (p. 16); 
“It is an ironic fact that all the progress made, both social 
and scientific, seems only to increase their numbers [the 
lonely]. A turn of the knob brings a world of entertainment, 
but not one warm, human flesh and blood contact... If 
1 were asked to name the worst problem of all, it would 
be that which lies behind so many problems—personal 
loneliness”. And further; “loncliness itself may be a 
precipitating factor in mental breakdown”. 


Loneliness in the main is a product of large towns and 
cities, as the Report suggests, but mention is also made of 
New Towns, Housing Estates and in the new factor in our 
society, the huge blocks of flats now being erected. It can 
exist too in many quieter places. Suggested remedies are 
under three headings: Group Activities; Good Neighbour 
Activities; and Help by Local Authorities. Under the 
former one particular need emphasised is the sponsoring of 
social clubs by organisations with premises “where young 
men and women, and older men and women too, can 
come together for the purpose of meeting each other”. 


q As a final note, “The alleviation of loneliness, we believe, 
is one of the great needs of our day, and if this Report 
brings a keener awareness of the problem, whether to the 
gregarious or the lonely, it will have done its work.” 
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Loneliness Defeated 


ERNIE WOOD 


THE MOST EXTREME case I have known came to my notice 

when I was District Secretary in Manchester, where 1 
was working at the end of the last war, and living in the 
Mark. We had an employment officer of the Ministry of 
Labour to give us a talk. He mentioned a man who came 
to him and said: “‘For God’s sake find me something to do, 
or 1 shall go mad”. His family had been killed in an air 
raid. His parents were dead and he had no living relatives. 
Sent to a Manchester hospital from overseas, with war 
wounds, he had been discharged with 100 per cent dis- 
ability pension. Asked why he had taken his discharge in 
Manchester, a strange town to him, he said that it might 
as well be there as anywhere, as he had nowhere to go 
anyway. 


Nothing could be done officially to find him work because 
of his incapacity. His plight played on our speaker's mind 
until he thought of Toc H. He got in touch with a nearby 
Branch. Members went round to the chap's ‘digs’ on their 
way to the meeting that night. A slovenly and uninterested 
landlady said that he was probably in the park. They went 
and found him sitting on a park seat, unshaven, unkempt, 
miserably cold and utterly dejected. He was taken along to 
the Branch mceting, and subsequently collected and taken 
along each week. Eventually handicraft hobbies were found, 
within his capacity. Within a month he was taking an interest 
in his appearance and in life generally, whereas, he admitted, 
at times he had previously contemplated suicide as the only 
way out. ‘Digs’ were found where he could live as a human 
being instead of being turfed out, as a nuisance, each morn- 
ing from a slum room in a hovel. 
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When I returned home to Barking this case had so 
impressed me that, with the local Branch members, interest 
in the physically handicapped was so stirred locally that the 
first Club for them in Essex was formed under Toc H 
leadership, with the full co-operation of the Local Authority. 
That club is still going strong and has meant that many 
previously housebound people have been able to get out 
and mix with others for the first time in their lives. 


From the Manger to the Cross 


Aly parents taught me of Your holy Childhood, 

Before I even learned to say my name. 

Their faith was real, but mine, by imitation, 

Remained a carbon copy, though no blame 

Was theirs, who cherished me: I knew, through hearsay, 


It was for me You came. 


For years I coped alone with average troubles, 

Or used staunch friends as channels for Your aid. 
Church sermons roused my dutiful devotion 
Towards You for the sacrifice You made 

In being Man: I knew, when thus reminded, 


It was for me You prayed. 


But suddenly life brought its greatest heartache— 
No use, from that day onwards, my smug pride 
And routine goodness; then at last I saw You, 
Upon that blood-stained cross, with arms flung wide 
To reach and hold me: and | knew, for certain, 
It was for me You died. 

DororHy FLANN 
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MULTUM 


X WALES, SOUTH & Mon- 
MOUTHSHIRE AREA. Please note 
there is no longer a telephone 
at 23 St. Mary Street, Cardiff. 


XX WALES, NORTH, ÁREA. The 
telephone number of GwityM 
A. EDWARDS, the H.A.C., is 
Abergele 2091. 


X Locn EiL. The name is now 
Loch Eil Centre in Association 
with Toc H: telephone number 
Corpach 320. 


X BRANCH ACCOUNTS Forms 
are due now; BRANCH MEM- 
pers’ ROLLS by January 15. 


X JugiLEE 1965. In October 
copies of the Advance Pro- 
gramme of Events and the 
Entry Form for the Art Exhibi- 
tion were despatched to all 
Branches and others concerned. 
Early consideration should be 
given to the plans so far made 
in order that you may plan 
your participation. Further 
copies of the Programme from 
the Jubilee Secretary. Applica- 
tion Forms for Tickets will be 
despatched in January. 
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X WORLD CHAIN OF LIGHT. 
At 9 p.m. local time from 
Bristol to the west on Decem- 
ber I! and from the cast to 
Bristol on December 12. 


X CENTRAL CounciL, 1965. 
Last date for nominations of 
candidates for the Central 
Executive, 1965/66 (forms to 
be signed by a Councillor and 
one other member) is February 
19; also due by then the 
notices of motion for the 
Council on April 3. On 
March 5 the list of motions 
will be circulated to Coun- 
cillors, who are asked to 
arrange dates beforehand for 
discussing them in their 
cons(ituencies. 


x Dor Knap, 1965. The list 
of bookings for next year will 
appear in the January JOURNAL. 


x IN Alp oF Toc H. February 
16: At the Scala Theatre, 
London, the first-night per- 
formance by the Stock Ex- 
change Dramatic and Operatic 
Society of South Pacific. 


Loch Eil Report 


ALAN HILL 


TW HIS HAS BEEN a year of consolidation and progress for 

us at the Loch Eil Centre. More than one hundred and 
fifty boys have taken part in courses and, as before, they 
have come from all parts of the country and from all walks 
of life. Naturally the bulk have been Scottish boys, sent 
here by their school or firm, and quite a few by Branches of 
Toc H in Scotland. We have been grateful for the support 
given us by a few Branches—albeit far too few—from south 
of the border. 


The weather has been appalling and in our part of Scot- 
land we have managed to exceed our average annual rain- 
fall figure of sixty-five inches. Despite this, those who have 
come here scem to have enjoyed the courses, as we have 
had many letters from boys and their parents expressing 
their gratitude. 


« At the end of October we closed the present Centre, which 
il despite its temporary nature has been our home for the 
past three years, and in May of next year we reopen, but 
this time in our splendid new premises at Achdalieu House. 


From that day forth the Centre will run as a permanent 
all-the-year-round operation. Our new accommodation 
will house sixty boys per course and these courses will last 
for a period of three weeks, at a cost of £30 per course. 
There will be courses for junior and senior boys, and, for 
the first time, there is a course for girls. 


Naturally this increase in the scale of our operations 
poses us a considerable problem when we think in terms of 
recruiting, and we here would like to think that this is the 
point where Toc H can make a real contribution, not only 
to the Centre, but to Branches throughout the country. 
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Almost every Branch faces the problem of trying to find 
new, younger blood and is racking its brains for a means 
towards this end. May we respectfully suggest that the 
following method might be tried, as we belicve that it 
would help both you and us. The idea really came from 
Humberston Branch in Lincolnshire, but it is so good that 
we have pinched it! 


The view from the top is worth the effort. 


Visit eight traders or small businessmen in your town and 
ask them to subscribe £5 each towards sending a boy, who 
is for some reason in need, to the Loch Eil Centre. This 
will provide you with the necessary funds to pay the fee 
plus travelling costs but, much more important, you will 
have made eight contacts who will now know something— 
if only a little—of what you are doing. Before contacting 
them get in touch with the local Childrens’ Officer, Proba- 
tion Officer, and Headmasters of local schools to ask if 
they have a boy who would benefit from a course of this 
kind. We will lay odds that there is more than one, but 
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if you can say to those you ask to subscribe that you intend 
to send one boy a year, to be selected by you from those in 
need, we would be very surprised indeed if you were not 
able to do so. 


You have got: probably twenty or more contacts with 
people who may be new to you and Toc H. You can 
legitimately ask them to hear, from the boy himself, of his 
experiences on his return from the Centre, and you have a 
wonderful opportunity to put across Toc H. 


Jubilee 


Jottings 


THERE IS growing evidence of imaginative and ambitious 

ideas for celebrating the Jubilee as well as the many 
events of a more usual nature. In the belief that bright 
ideas should be acknowledged whilst they can still illumi- 
nate the path ahead, we propose to quote some examples 
each month. Here are the first three. 


From Scotland comes news of a car treasure hunt to 
be organised in collaboration with local motoring 
societies and for prizes donated by local motor traders. 
Entry fee: two old-age pensioners—nominated by Toc H. 


In beauty-conscious Worcestershire one Branch intends 
to transform a large patch of waste ground surrounding 
its bus shelter into a rose garden. 


Down in the West Country another Branch is to make 
a film of the changing face of its town to show house- 
bound folk what is going on around them. 


The Jubilee Secretary will be glad to hear of better ideas 
—or even some nearly as good. 
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Letchworth Centre 


4MouLD À draw the attention of 

all members to the Ministry 
of Labour Training Centre in 
Letchworth which provides 
residential courses of training 
in various trades and brings 
large numbers of men to Letch- 
worth for periods of up to ten 
weeks. A number of these 
are blind or partially-sighted. 


Recently I have been requested 
by Toc H Branches to contact 
trainees here who have had 
previous connections with Toc H, 
to help relieve the boredom of 
evenings spent in a strange 
place. Unfortunately, these 
requests have usually filtered 
through to me too late to do 
much before the men left, and 
I should like to appeal to all 
members to let me know at 
once if they know of anyone 
coming here who might like a 
local contact. Our group docs 
visit the Centre, but forcknow- 
ledge of individuals arriving 
would be a help. 

J. D. M. PresHous 


36 Bedford Road, 
Letchworth, Herts. 


OPEN 
HUSTINGS 


“readers” letters 


NE 


Balancing the Budget 


E HAVE, in Toc H, tended to 
spend an inordinate amount 
of time in discussing ways and 
means of balancing our budget. 
My Branch has worked ona 
minimum subscription for several 
years, this being assessed before- 
hand to cover meeting room 
expenses, cost of JOURNAL, tea, 
minimum 52s. per annum per 
member to Headquarters. 

We believe that ‘personal assess- 
ment’ of one’s subscription then 
starts from this point. 

J. P. CHIPPENDALE 


Ormskirk, Lancs. 


Dim as a Lamp 


HY ARE SOME of our mem- 
bers so thin skinned? They 

will not help the Movement in 
this way, in fact the opposite is 
more likely to happen. Et is as 
much a duty in Toc H to avoid 
taking offence as to avoid giving 
it. Think what a fine talking 
point it can be for any mecting. 
When onc is lost, it only needs 

a dim lamp to guide one back to 
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the road, and what a grand sight 
it is when all the Lamps get 
together. Then think of the 
challenge to our members. Do 
they act as reflectors to make the 
Light shine more brightly? I 
have often met with this expres- 
sion, in fact at one time it was 
quite common; but I am glad to 
say that I have frequently turned 
it to advantage. 
J. GORDON SYMS 


Dunstable, 
Beds. 


On Ceremony 


ANNE can divide folk into 
UJ traditionalists and anti- 
traditionalists or perhaps dic- 
hards and go-aheads. I have, I 
hope, usualiy thrown in my 
lot with the latter, and I am one 
of the old-uns. 


li does seem to me that unless 
Branch life is to peter out as 
armchair clubs for nattering, 
Toc H must adapt itself to an 
entirely changed pattern of life. 
The wording of Light means 
little or nothing to the young- 
sters, though Heaven knows 
there is nothing finer than 
Laurence Binyon's words. So L 
suggest we should all eventually 
adopt the new version with the 
words of St. Francis adapted by 
Alan Paton, The two versions 
might alternate at meetings for a 
time in Branches where the 
average age is sixty-plus. 

Curis Price 
London, S.WA0. 


Gu within such a Move- 
+ Ment as ours, there must be 
unity in respect of this central 
act, even to the extent of 
uniformity, which, in the ulti- 
Mate, means cither one ceremony 
or none. 


Regarding the substance of 
the suggested change, whilst [ 
have the utmosi reverence and 
devotion to the Little Poor Man 
of Assisi, 1 cannot think that the 
incomplete paraphrase of his 
wonderful prayer is appropriate 
for this ceremony. 


It would seem that those who 
favour a change either do not 
know, or have forgotten, what 
is being done when we take 
Light, and are secking to substi- 
tute “moral uplift”. 


If the Ceremony of Light is 
changed, then the words of the 
Main Resolution become just 
a museum piece, and Toc H 
loses its distinctive character, to 
become another group of aim- 
less ‘do-gooders’. 


I think we ought to remind 
ourselves that the past must 
teach and influence the present, 
and that the “Elder Brethren 
must ever be followed and the 
younger ever led to leadership” 
if Toc H is to fulfil its service. 


New Mills, 
Cheshire. 


FRED BARRANS 


OHN CALLF's article LV “Words 

and Meaning”, provoked a 
lively discussion at the Branch 
meeting which was attended by 
nine of our members whose 
average age was 48 years. 


It was felt unanimously that 
every word of the ceremony 
was an essential part of Toc H; 
that the memory of the Fallen 
and of our own Elder Brethren 
would not grow old; and that 
any misconception that Toc H 
lives for the past would be 
quickly corrected by the magnifi- 
cent words of our Toc H 
Prayer which closes the meeting. 


Catterick, KENNETH EASTON 
Richmond, Yorks, 
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Prelude to Light 


UST AFTER discussing a change 

in the Ceremony of Light one 
or two members visited Romsey 
Abbey and found the following 
verse in the porch: “Remember! 
Of the thousand uges past. We 
are the heirs! Today the task is 
ours. To trim the lamp, and 
guard great Zion’s towers. So 
grant us, Lord. Thy noblest work 
to do; Our children may per- 
chance Thy glory view.” 


More discussion followed, 
suggesling a change or two to 
make this, as we thought, the 
ideal introductory passage to 
Light. 


Frances BEETON 
Edinburgh. 


Jubilee in Scotland 


E IN Scotland are arranging 

to celebrate the Jubilec 
of Toc H on Saturday, June 5, 
1965. The event, a Family Day, 
will be held in the Albert Hall, 
Stirling, and will include a ser- 
vice in the Church of The Holy 
Rood, a civic reception in the 
afternoon, and a get-together 
in the evening. June 5 is Whit 
Saturday, when many of our 
friends south of the border will 
probably be travelling north. 
A cordial invilation is extended 
to all such, to spend the day with 
us in Stirling, and, provided that 
timely notice of requirements is 
given, every endeavour will be 
made to fix up accommodation 
for those who wish it, from 
Friday evening, June 4, to Sun- 
day, June 6, inclusive. A note 
on the matter to the under- 
signed will be gladly attended to. 


DonaLD MACINTOSH 


8 Williamfield Avenue, 
St. Ninians, Stirling. 
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Specially drawn for the RN 1, I by Erie Fraser PSLA 
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Lenda handinlaunching a life- 
boat, wherever you may be. The 
life-boat service depends EN- 
TIRELY on your voluntary 
support and every donation 
furthers its life-saving work. 


Send donations to: 
ROYAL NATIONAL LIFE-BOAT 
INSTITUTLON 
42 GROSVENOR GARDENS 
LONDON S.W.1. 
Treasurer: 

The Duke of Northumberland, K.G. 
Seerctary: Stirling Whorlow, Esq. 
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Personal Accident Insurance 


QJome YEARS AGO many Branches were worried about the 
kJ risk of members and voluntary helpers suffering injury 
whilst engaged on a Toc H job. It was thought that Branches 
in such cases would feel a moral responsibility for paying 
compensation for any financial loss sustained. Accordingly, 
Headquarters were asked to investigate the possibility of 
insuring against such an eventuality. 


Approach was made to several Insurance Companies 
without success because of the size of the premium quoted. 
Eventually a scheme was negotiated with a syndicate of 
Lloyds Underwriters, whereby cover of the type required 
is provided for the very low annual premium of Is. 2d. 
per head, that is one farthing a week! In order to be able 
to operate the scheme so economically administrative costs 
must be kept down to a minimum. No lists of members 
are kept for this purpose, but al! members of Branches 
Joining the scheme are covered. Premiums are payable on 
January 1 on the basis of the membership at that date, and 
adjustment is made at the end of the year for any change in 
membership. 


In order to make sure that members do not suffer through 
Branch Treasurers not sending in premiums on the due date 
Toc H Headquarters pays all premiums when due, relying 
on Branch Treasurers to rcimburse them without undue 
delay. It is not possible to send out a reminder to each of 
the 600 Branches involved, but a general reminder is in- 
cluded each year in the December JourNAL. For most 
Branch Treasurers this is sufficient and they send the amount 
due before, on, or very soon after January 1. An appeal is 
made to other Branch Treasurers to follow this good 
example and save unnecessary trouble and interest on 
overdraft. 

W.E.P.L. 
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Outreach in Croydon - II 


SIMON ALLARD 


Ea OF THEORISING about the Croydon Centre. How 
are we going to tackle the modern situation with its 
changed people and changed needs? For whom are we 
catering? How will the place be used? 


First various organisations, including Toc H, will use the 
facilities offered for meeting in pleasant, inexpensive 
surroundings. The Workrooms for the Elderly have been 
using the house five mornings a week since October. 
Basically this is a therapy for retired people who do useful 
contract work for manufacturers, under sheltered condi- 
tions. Various other bodies, from the National Council of 
Women to the Croydon Cine Club, have approached us 
and this will increase once the house is completed. Both 
by accident and design, the various groups using the 
house will gradually become more aware of each other, 
more integrated, and thus help to build up a sense of 
community. 


However useful that may be, our job is of course more 
than one of keeping rooms. We hope to have all the more 
usual activities, such as youth club, old people’s club, 
creche, lunches where people can meet, do business or 
listen to a speaker, and an international club, which Nancy 
Griffiths, a new member of the Women’s Association staff 
and a power of strength with her contacts and organising 
ability, is planning to launch. From this you will see that 
we are not attempting to ‘write off’ the physical needs, 
but we do want to concentrate on the mental and spiritual 
needs. 


So we would like to be involved in more experimental 
work such as staging exhibitions designed to make people 
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The Croydon Centre with some of the young folk who are bringing it to life. 


think and reach their own conclusions. To be specific, we 
are negotiating for laboratory-tested consumer goods. 
Surely an exhibition including a piece of machinery equipped 
to carry out comparative testing of toothbrushes would 
ring bells for a Jarge number of people who would never 
wade through a written analysis—well—not until they had 
been prompted by such an exhibition. We are manipulated 
by visual aids, and we must fight back in visual terms. 
Given the imagination, anything from the commercialisa- 
tion of Christmas to the litter problem can be dealt with 
in the same way. It is planned to have experimental dramatic, 
artistic and musical groups designed to cater for those 
daunted by the more professional clubs. We also want, 
and have started, to make an ecumenical contribution. 


You will sce that we are only trying to do what every 
Toc H Branch is pledged to do, trying to create an atmo- 
sphere in which people can learn to live with themselves, 
with others and with God. In the true tradition of Toc H 
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jobmastery, we have bitten off more than we can chew. 
Even if it were not our policy, we have been, and will be, 
forced to look outside Toc H for help with the work of the 
centre. Local Toc H Branches, both men and women, 
were a great help with the alterations, but more than half 
of the 3,000 working hours were supplied by friends outside 
the Movement. 


What is the pattern of involvement? A photographer who 
started by providing us with all our colour slides later 
agreed to help run the youth club. Others who helped with 
the lunches for the three weeks that the Trinity School 
working party was here, and who have market research 
experience, seem interested in carrying out a survey of 
the problems of living on top of one another in the new 
ten and more storey flats now going up in Croydon. There 
are other examples, and as time goes on these opportunities 
will snowball, provided we keep our hearts and minds open. 


Finally, the centre must not be static. Its work must not 
be confined to its premises. There must be a continual 
flow of people passing through and out into the wider 
community where they will help meet the requests already 
coming in from the professional workers such as probation 
officers and health visitors. Someone who helped with the 
catering at the centre is now helping to run a toddlers’ clinic. 
If this flow can be maintained and increased, the Croydon 
Centre will be a real powerhouse of people and ideas. 


Don’t say brown 


_sy Hovis 
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“Happiness, Happiness. .” 


RAY FABES 


“y TastinGs Recror blames Beat”. Surely the Daily 

À Telegraph must be joking. but no! In his parish 
magazine, the Rector, the Rev. C. Champneys-Burnham, 
was reported as saying: “Beat music is one of the greatest 
evils of the age, to a large extent responsible for the madness 
affecting youngsters”. He was commenting on the Bank 
Holiday scenes in the town . . . “It intoxicates them more 
effectively than would alcohol and it inflames and distorts 
their emotions in as deadly a fashion as drugs”. 


What absolute rot! Let us all think back to the parts 
played by popular dance music in our own lives, and in 
fact during centuries ago. Admittedly now the commercial 
radio station has come to slay. as one would surely find if 
one took an audience research poll. Fourteen hours of music 
a day come from the first radio ship, ‘Caroline’, but what is 
it that has captured so many, housewife, teenager and the 
‘mid-folk’ alike? The answer seems to me to lie in a harmless 
friendly informality. 


How does one view the Hard Day's Night of the Beatles? 
Like those who slept rough on the pebble beaches in 
August under the constant overseeing eye of the police? 
Yes, they all had the familiar transistor but this is harmless, 
happy music. Try listening to it yourself for hours on end. 
It could be a drug, yes—but only a sedative, surely? 


Many of our brilliant University students would say that 
this constant noise, to which they can tap, and think, has 
helped them tremendously, especially in concentration, to 
gain first class academic successes. 


But wait! Something has happened, even recently, since 
Tommy Steele and Cliff Richard or Elvis Presley. It could 
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well be that the Group Era is even more healthy, and the 
success of the Groups has come because all of us can see 
ourselves playing a part. In our dreaming hours can't we 
imagine ourselves fitting in as one of these happy, ordinary 
people? Even the Mums and Dads say: “What a happy, 
laughing bunch of boys!” It is hero worship, yes, but it 
effervesces, it's jolly, it’s happy, it's out of the ordinary. 
ils a hit... and yet the idols seem like ordinary people 
we mect every day, rub shoulders with. If we really look at 
it, sensibly, thoughtfully, can it really be bad? 


t Beat Group” — Cartoon by Gary James. 


Some say that young people’s education must be lacking 
when they can be taken in by this racket. Surely not, they 
have their own heroes, and isn’t our education now aimed 
to help us to be individualistic, to help us to have minds of 
our own? And what have we chosen? Those words that go 
with beat music? They are said to be inane. Yes, perhaps 
they are, but does that really matter? A Group comes up 
with a ‘dig’ at the best-sellers; it’s a laugh, we listen, we 
appreciate and enjoy it; it becomes a hit of its own. Isn't 
it all really having a tilt at life’s drabness? 


The Group Era, Beatlemania—is now part of history. 
1 wonder what it will eventually produce. Whilst we are 
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being entertained by happy laughing young men, a tremend- 
aus amount of rescarch is carried out by the fans themselves, 
who, for instance, take 275,000 copies a week of one Music 
Paper! A very keen discerning interest is taken in all forms 
of musical expression. In the second week of August, not 
five miles from Hastings, | went to a concert tracing, from 
‘New Orleans’ to ‘Modern’, the history of jazz. The place 
was packed with those who have graduated—and some who 
were just beginning—trom ‘Pop’ to seek the origins of this 
beat that makes people forget themselves for a while. 


One type of music, though, will never let us forget. What 
a joy it is to see it so popular! Surely the Rector of Hastings 
could use this kind of Beat Pop Music to his advantage. 
I’m talking about the great rise in popularity of the Folk 
Song. The songs are sometimes sad; yes indeed, but so 
impressive. Who can ever forget the mass singing of, “We 
shall overcome... one day... I believe.” ? Pete Seager has 
made a great impression, and now at last this beat is finally 
getting through with its message: “Go tell it on the Moun- 
tain—and set my people free.” Much of the very keen 
interest in Civil Rights has been engendered because of 
the research young people have put into the ideologies of 
the Folk Ballad . . . and it earns its full share of musical 
popularity nowadays. This is Pop; this is Beat; this is no 
deadly drug. 


Do we in Toc H condemn? I don't suppose we shall ever 
get to the bottom of just why a song, a picce of music, will 
be a hit—or what harm it might conceivably do. Not even 
the American psychologists succeed in finding out, however 
many of them are hired by Recording Companies. For 
myself, I would broadly guess that happiness is popularity 

. . and ordinary people's happiness is what we should be 
concerned about. If we are truthful, we rather envy those 
who echo the ‘mid’ comic, Ken Dodd, when he sings: 
“Happiness, Happiness . . . the greatest gift that I possess”. 


This is no inflammation, distortion or intoxication of the 
mind, and surely this can never be deadly, mad, or evii. 
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An early reconnaissance party at Colsterdale. 


Colsterdale Kicks Off 


ALAN JOHNSON 


The Honorary Warden of Brotherton House, Mark 
XXIII, Leeds, describes the start of a new Youth 
Adventure Centre which generously has been made 
available fo Toc H by the Earl of Swinton. 


CG IS SITUATED in the Yorkshire Dales about 
seven miles from Masham. Never heard of it? I’m not 
at all surprised, as I doubt if it is marked on your map, yet 
it is the nearest sizeable community to what will be the 
Yorkshire Area "baby for the next “n” years (as a mathe- 
matically minded Marksman phrased it). 


On June 13 the first assault on ‘the Dor Knap of the North’ 
was launched by Mark XXIII. The main aim of the initial 
sortie was to clean the old farm cottages so that they were 
at least habitable. 
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First impressions of Colsterdale were unprintable. 
Thoughts on leaving after the week-end were, how soon 
can we come back? What changed our minds through such 
extremes? What has it to offer at the present time, and what 
does it offer for the future? 


Our party of four arrived to find a derelict old building 
set in magnificent surroundings on the estate of the Earl of 
Swinton. We were faced with two nights on a hard floor 
in a filthy room, food cooked in the open air over a wood 
fire, freezing cold water from a nearby spring, plenty of 
dirty, thirsty and hard work, with the nearest ‘refresher 


five miles away. 


Two hard days’ nights and many dead beetles later, we 
left the house relatively clean, tidy and very different to 
how we found it. We were tired, hungry and in need of a 
good bath. Our last meal had consisted of baked beans and 
fruit gums but we were happy, we had survived a most 
enjoyable and rewarding week-end. We had realised the 
full potential of Colsterdale, the hiking, climbing, sailing 
and friendship that was possible. We also realised the neces- 
sity of an efficient base for such activities. The scale of the 
project and the need for voluntary work is hard to visualise, 
but the final goal will be reached; it must be reached. We 
were only the first of many that have since given their time, 
but more help is still needed. 


Mark Well 


Ernie says; “Bring me a Mark, I'd like to see one”. 
Even for Ernie we will do our best! From time to time 
“Mark Well” will try to show you how the Marks do your 
job—for you are Toc H. Maybe when you know more 
about Marks you will see how you and the Marks fit into 
the same picture. There is always something waiting for 
you, and Ernie, to do! 
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FROM ALL PARTS 


"Area news 


ELA 
—— 


NORTHERN 


Brigadicr Towers of Catterick, who has been an active member 
of Toc H for many years, has been appointed Aide-de-Camp to Her 
Majesty the Queen. This news has given a great deal of pleasure to 
the Area. Incidentally, two of the Catterick Branch members who 
recently paid a visit to a Red Cross holiday home found themselves 
a real down-to-earth job. It was picking potatoes, and if they leapt 
with joy at the start we doubt if their backs would let them do it 
by the time the job was completed! 

When Princess Alexandra came to Tyneside in October to launch 
a new ship, her husband, the Hon. Angus Ogilvy, Vice-Patron of 
Toc H, paid a visit to Mark XVIII, Newcastle, and met the Warden 
and Marksmen. This was his first experience of a provincial Mark. 

BiLL BURTON 


SOUTH WESTERN 


There is now as much scope as ever, if not more, for voluntary 
service but volunteers must first equip themselves by training. 
This is the clear message given al the Area Conference on October 3/4 
at Westward Ho! by the speakers, on the general theme “The shape 
of things to come”. Some 170 members heard John Howard, Director 
of Education, City of Exeter; John Mitchell, Toc H Schools Depart- 
ment: and Miss Monica Crossley, Secretary, Torquay Council of 
Social Service, talk from their own specialised experience. 

During the conference, the film and accompanying tape were 
employed to stimulate further the already lively interest of members, 
in the Etembeni project. 

The conference arrangements were made by Gilbert Francis, as 
his final act of service to the Area, and were excellent. To mark 
their appreciation of his efforts, over a period of nine years, members 
presented him with an engraved watch and a cheque. The Kent and 
South Eastern London Arcas are congratulated on their fortunate 


inheritance. c w 
HARLES WAKE 
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NOTTS. & DERBY 


Arrangements are being finalised for a group of students from 
Nottingham University headed by Don Wilde, a Toc H member, 
and including several who have had contact with the Movement 
through School Projects, to run a weekly record request programme 
to patients in a number of hospitals in the Nottingham arca. 

Landlines already set up for football commentaries will be used 
and a studio in the Sherwood Hospital used for internal broadcasts 
is being made available. Request cards will be circulated with the 
co-operation of hospital staffs and Leagues of Friends. 

Toc H is supporting the project but the programmes will be 
entirely in the hands of the University students’ group. 

Birt Harris 


EAST MIDLANDS 


A Toc H County Conference was held recently in Northampton- 
shire and was supported by fourteen Branches in and around the 
County. Each Branch was asked to put forward a motion with a 
proposer and seconder and from these motions the Area Chairman 
selected four for consideration. 


The discussions that followed the opening five minute speeches 
were exciting and stimulating and a motion, “That Toc H publica- 
tions and publicity matters should be designed to attract the young 
and lively minded”, had almost unanimous support. The general 
opinion was that, with the exception of “Is This for Me?”, our 
pamphlets and publications gave the impression that Toc H was too 
concerned with its history, was middle-aged, full of good works but 
dull and uninspiring. Too much space was given to the past rather 
than to what Toc H does now and what it would do, given more 
men, lt was suggested that there should be less words, more thumb- 
nail sketches and a snappier appeal. The JournaL did not appeal to 
the new men, was out of touch with Branch life and appeared to be 
too self-righteous. It was suggested that news “From all Parts” 
should be concerned with the whole of Branch life and not only 
service. Other ideas were a Youth Section, a page to exchange 
ideas, cartoons, less articles by the familiar experts and more about 
‘Toc H in the Branch’. All this was excellent material for those 
secking an excuse for the lack of new men, but the question from the 
young member who asked what we should do if a dozen young men 
appeared at the Branch as a result of a new pamphlet that was 
attractive, appealing and irresistible to the young was considered 
to be hypothetical. 

Other motions included the need for a more realistic approach 
to extension, for a more definite wording in The Toc H Signpost 
on raffles and a suggestion that ‘self assessment’ of members should 
be made compulsory. 

At the conclusion all were agreed that such conferences would 
be of considerable value to the Movement and in those Areas where 
the Promotion of District Teams is being tried such gatherings on a 
County basis would bring together Branches to exchange ideas. 
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NORTHAMPTON Branch, who took the initiative, and RAUNDS 
Branch, who provided hospitality, were successful in their plan 
“to unite Branches in making radica! decisions”. 


F. Vincent and CoLiN STEVENSON 


Grimsby Evening Telegraph 


Some of the old people who attend the lunch club organised jointly 
by the W.V.S. and Toc H in the new Scarthoe Branch headquarters. 


NORTH WALES 


Efforts over the past few months to re-establish Toc H in the 
university city of Bangor have now been amply rewarded and 
recently the North Wales Divisional Team unanimously agreed to 
their application for Branch status. The resuscitation of Toc H 
activity in Bangor is particularly welcome for it will serve to strengthen 
Toc H in the northern part of the Principality, and will also serve 
as a jumping-off ground for further extension in a part of North 
Wales which for so many years has been somewhat isolated from 
the Family. BANGor Branch will play an important part in providing 
common ground on which university students and the people of 
Bangor can meet. 

Hopes are now high of forming a unit in neighbouring Caernarvon, 
while a small group of stalwarts are continuing to meet at Amlwch 
where, before long, it is hoped to establish a group. Another 
encouraging feature in the strengthening of Toc H is the formation 
of the Gwynepp District, whereby the isolated Branches of 
Mcrionethshire and Caernarvonshire can now meet in fellowship. 

Appreciative reports have been neard about the magnificent 
effort of Motp Branch last summer in organising a camp for polio 


girls. In this the Branch were joined by other voluntary organisations 
in the town. Wyn ROBERTS 
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Sevenoaks Chronicle 
Carol singing season is here again! Last year Borough Green 
group raised money for the Old Folk’s Sick Fund. 


SURREY AND SUSSEX 


By the time you read this it is hoped that the specially converted 
Bedford Van will be in operation at ToLwoRTH for taking house- 
bound and multiple sclerosis sulferers out of their usua! surround- 
ings. Their initial appeal to the people of Surbiton and district 
had a good response in the first couple of weeks. 

Plans are going ahead for a Boys’ Camp within the Guinness 
Hop Fields at Bodiam, specifically for deaf boys. Here, we hope, 
boys from Sussex will be joined by boys similarly afflicted from 
Buckinghamshire and Berkshire. In East Sussex the main autumn 
activity has been the formation, after a great deal of hard work, 
of a unit in Bexhill-on-Sea. 


Since getting its Lamp in July the Asuiey House Branch, Bognor 
Regis, has become the centre of many of the livelier activities in West 
Sussex and is a powerhouse of a new expression of Toc H. 


Holidaymakers for next year, please note that large rallies are 
organised for Chichester on June 20 and Eastbourne on June 27, 
and the Branches at GoriNG-By-SEA and WORTHING are combining 
to stage a “Serving the Community” exhibition in Worthing on 
May 28/29. 

The new group at Lancing, a joint venture, is making many 
people sit up and take notice, and in Surrey great plans are afoot 
for much activity which we trust will culminate in a new start at 
Ash near Aldershot in the New Year. Ray Fabes 
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HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


RUGES, BELGIUM. Toc H parties and 
visitors 10 this 
good accommodation and excellent meals 


dual 


indivi- 
are offered 
in a very 


lovely old city 


friendly atmosphere at HOTEL JACOBS. Within easy 


reach of 
English 
brochure and 
Jacobs. 1 


(QUERNSEY. C.I. Good homely 
™~ fare in Toc H family. Terms B.B. 
& EM £7.7. 0d. — Write Mrs. P. 
Saunders, Petherton, Tertre Lane, 
Vale. Telephone St. Sampson's 4756. 


MOINS and Cased Sets wanted, mint 
\ condition. £10 paid for Geo. V 
crowns (not 1935); £5 for Maundy Sets. 
Private collector. ‘*W", Orestone 
Copse. Dibden Purlicu, Southampton. 


AR STICKERS—Black and gold 
™ design. “Good Neighbours on and 
off the Road”. 2s. 6d. cach from Toc H 
Publications Department. 


s INISTRY WITHOUT PORT- 
1 FOLIO’. A record of nearly 
sixteen years’ ministry in the industrial 
field by Colin Cuttell. Published by 
Toc H, 4s. 6d (postage 6d.) 


NVELOPES. Good quality cream 

laid, 43%33, with Toc H crest 
on flap. 4s. per 100, direct fram 
Toc H Publications Dept. 


WHERE TOC H MEETS — 
Attractive display cards. New 
design in black, white and amber, with 
space for Branch details. 3 for Is. 6d. 
from Toc H Publications Dept. 


Se Gifts of Foreign Stamps 
and Great Britain (4d. values and 
over) are always welcomed by 
Toc H Stamps Appeal for the Family 
Purse. Please note change of address: 
Charles Wake, Rockchife, Leyburn 
Grove, Paignton, Devon. 


coast 
spoken, 
terms 
Balicstraat, 


and other famed Cities of Art. 
strongly recommended. Write for 
to Mr. Jules Lietaert, Hotel 
Bruges, Belgium 


ROSEACRE ROSES—for a Christ- 
mas gift, offered at Is. per bush 
except collections Bush, 
Polyantha, Floribunda, Ramblers & 
Climbers available. Delivery direct 
from nursery. Carriage and packing 
3s. for orders under £3. Make a group 
order to one address to avoid charges. 
S.a.e. for list of varieties. Colour 
catalogues and hints 9d. Profits to 
Toc H Family Purse. Orders with cash 
to W.E Bruton, F.R.H-S., 31 Browning 
Road, Enfield, Middlesex. 


THE SIR 
CENTRE 


discount, 


An Anthology 
of the 


Bordon Company 


4s. 6d. (postage 6d.) 


Obtainable from Area Staff ar 
direct from Toc H Publications 


TOC H TIES 


Modern design, with miniature gold 
Lamps on a black ground, available to 
Toc H members. 


ALL RAYON REP WEAVE - - 12/3 
TERYLENE - - - - - - - 14/9 
ALL SILK REP WEAVE - - I7/II 


The Club Stripe pattern also remains 
on sale in three qualities: Non-crease 
Weave 8/9, Terylene 10/6 and All 
Silk 13/11. 


Plus postage éd. 


and 


TOC H SCARVES 


MODERN STYLE 
SAXONY FLANNEL 
TOC H SCARVES 


White and amber stripes on black 
60 inches by 9 inches 


25/11 

66 inches by 9 inches 
27/9 

Plus postage Is. 6d. 


Obtainable direct from the 
OFFICIAL TOC H OUTFITTERS 


C R. THOMPSON LTD. 


41, Railway Approach, London Bridge, S.E.| 
Telephone: HOP 2486 


